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April 17, 2020 
 
Dear Tenafly School Community, 

 
One month since we have truly been together and - at minimum - we face another month of being apart. We 
really, really miss you and hope you are staying well, healthy and happy.  Thank you for taking the time to 
review this communication which addresses a variety of topics. 

 
NJ School Closure 
As shared with you in a notification yesterday, Governor Murphy confirmed that schools will remain closed 
through “at least May 15.”  That said, we have indicated the period of virtual learning to reflect this on the 
calendar portion of our TPS Remote Learning Center website:  TPS Remote Learning Calendar 
With the federal guidelines for states’ “reopening” having been issued just yesterday, we will continue to 
stay tuned to state and local officials for any updates related to how our state/county is expected to 
proceed, given that the onus is on each state’s governmental office.   
 
Events, Activities and Assessment 
Recognizing that each district has its own style and design - but also that the state/county decisions will 
likely affect all Bergen County school districts - the Bergen County Superintendents continue to collaborate 
on multiple matters from grading and assessment to annual events relative to students, like promotion 
events, proms/banquets and high school graduation ceremonies. Like our Tenafly administrators, all county 
administrators remain committed to making these experiences memorable for all students in ways that are 
equitable and aligned with the state mandates.  

 
One thing seems clear:  the traditional way of celebrating these events in the past is not likely this 
year.  Therefore we remain creative in our thinking and our consideration of a variety of possibilities. All 
principals will be actively performing outreach to hear more from parents and students alike who have 
relevance to these activities. 

 
Our Curriculum and Instruction team, along with our principals, is finalizing plans for assessments and 
marking period grading processes.  Dr. Mamman and/or the principals will be sharing communication on 
these topics, and other related areas like placement exams and final exams, before the close of next week. 
We reiterate our commitment to ensuring the academic success of all students who are demonstrating 
commitment to their academic responsibilities during the period of remote learning.  It is possible that newly 
implemented procedures will result in the revision of previously assessed material since the start of the 
virtual learning period.  Thank you for staying tuned for a follow-up communication on this matter 

 
Promoting Authentic Student Participation in Virtual Classrooms 
Virtual instruction has essentially transformed the walls of our classrooms into windows, potentially opening 
up our instructional and interactive teacher-student practices to the views of others. To honor the integrity of 
the learning environments, and to foster authentic student-teacher as well as peer-to-peer interaction, we 
ask that parents and siblings provide privacy to the student assigned to the class during livestream 
instruction.   
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Being present with your child during his/her participation in a livestream activity can seem helpful, but in fact 
it can be inhibiting and prevent him/her from interacting in ways that are customary when in the presence of 
their teacher and peers.  For our youngest learners, the help of parents is appreciated when their child 
enters the virtual livestream space, and parents’ departure from their child’s presence is appreciated until 
such time the livestream instruction has concluded.     

 
Continued Application of Board Policy 5516 in Virtual Spaces 
Parents and students alike are also reminded that the policies which govern our brick and mortar schools 
continue when school is conducted remotely. Board Policy 5516 Use of Electronic Communication and 
Recording Devices applies to virtual instruction.  

 
In accordance with this, no one may record a live lesson, regardless of what the benefits might be. 
Livestream instruction should be treated like any class that is hosted in person - no audio or video recording 
and anyone absent from class receives the instruction/related activity in an alternate form. Only lessons that 
teachers prepare for the purpose of serving as a recorded instructional tool are made available for students 
to view at their discretion.  Similarly, this policy prohibits the recording of any meetings (other than IEP 
meetings) conducted by staff members with parents and/or students.  

 
Continued Application of All Policies Related to Student Code of Conduct 
Students (and parents) are reminded that all policies related to student codes of conduct remain in 
effect during virtual learning.  Teachers are actively taking precautions to keep livestream spaces safe 
and the same is expected of all student participants.  Unfortunately, there are social-media movements in 
action that promote the sharing of virtual learning room log-on information and/or student information in 
order to have an outsider impersonate an actual student and then act in ways that are not only disruptive, 
but disrespectful, inappropriate and even illegal.  Should it be discovered that any Tenafly student or other 
person related to our schools is engaging in, promoting, or supporting any such “hacking” activity, he/she 
will face district-based discipline in accord with policy, as well as discipline from any outside authority that is 
subject to the supervision of cyber misconduct.     

 
Supporting the Community 
The generosity of so many of you has helped to provide dinners to Tenafly families in need, while also 
supporting Tenafly restaurants affected by the recent restrictions on their businesses.  Funds are running 
low, however, and this program faces the likelihood of no longer being sustainable without additional 
contributions.  If you are interested in supporting the continuation of this program that supports meals to 

many, please visit their Go Fund Me event  Tenaflycares: 20restaurants, 3000meals, onecommunity  

 
Similarly, the Instagram account developed by a Tenafly family, @Togetherwethank, continues to 
demonstrate appreciation to all those battling COVID-19 and the special professionals who are caring for 
them.  All Tenafly families are asked to express gratitude and well-wishes via letters, illustrations and 
creative art and then email them to togetherwethank@gmail.com. They will then be posted to the Instagram 
account @Togetherwethank, an account that has the images posted on screens throughout the 
Hackensack University Medical Center network of hospitals.  
  
Health Reminder:  The Importance of Sanitized Automobiles 
Before moving on to a few reminders, I share here some important information about the importance of 
keeping our cars sanitized.  My thanks to Nurse Hess of Stillman School, for providing these 
recommendations offered by AAA:. 

 Clean and wipe down the inside of the vehicle including steering wheel, gear shift, door, dashboard, 
seat, door handle, seat belts and any exposed surfaces using a damp cloth with a small amount of 
soap 

 It is best to avoid any cleaners with alcohol or bleach – this may dry the leather/vinyl, causing it to 
crack and discolor 

 Clean your keys and fobs as well. 
 
And, while it is certainly not a “Jersey Thing,” the following is included so you may share with friends/family 
in other states:   Make sure you clean your hands after filling your vehicle with gas using a disinfecting wipe 
when touching a keypad or gas pump handle. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/nj48y-tenaflycares20restaurants3000mealsonecommunity?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
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Additional Resources and Reminders: 

 
Activities for Weekends, Evenings, and Rainy Afternoons:   Resources for Spring Break, Weekends 
and Evenings is on the Parent Tab of our TPS Remote Learning Center website.  This is a live document, 
so be sure to visit it frequently for updates and additions. 

 
2020 Census:  If you have not yet done so, please register for the 2020 Census and be 
counted!  Remember that doing so is a contribution to your community, as these numbers are critical to 
funding for the next decade.  Please visit https://my2020census.gov/ 
 
COVID-19 Assistance and Prevention:  To those of you facing a personal/family health issue or related 
struggle, please know that positive thoughts and wishes of strength, healing and full recovery are being sent 
to you and yours.  As always, please reach out to your school community for any assistance we might be 
able to provide.  

 
If you feel sick or believe you might have symptoms of COVID-19, PLEASE contact your physician by 
phone to be provided with next steps.  You may also utilize the services of the NJ Department of Health: 

 Call 2-1-1 

 Call:  1-800-962-1253 

 Text COVID to 898-211 

 Visit https://covid19.nj.gov for more information 

We cannot stress enough to all parents, students, staff and community members to PLEASE continue 
following the recommended and directed precautions: 

 Stay Home whenever possible 

 Wear a face covering when you have to go into a store or to pick-up from a restaurant 

 Get fresh air and exercise, but maintain a minimum 6ft. distance from others 

 When you enter your home after being in public, take your shoes off and leave outside or in a 
garage for a few hours to avoid the spread of germs onto rugs, carpets and floors 

 Wash your hands thoroughly often, especially when you return from an essential trip to the food 
store or pharmacy 

 Sneeze into tissues, and throw the tissues away immediately (do not put in a pocket) 

 Cough into your sleeve 

 After sneezing or coughing, wash your hands 

 Clean and disinfect frequently-touched surfaces such as: 
o Table/Countertops 
o Doorknobs and Light switches 
o Desks, Phones, Keyboards and Remotes 
o Toilets, Faucets, Sinks 

 Stay healthily connected with others in ways that promote social distancing 
o Text, call, Facetime, or do a virtual meet/get together 
o Commit to serving a cause with other friends/families 

   
Thank you for granting this, and all communications, your time and attention.  In closing, I offer wishes for a 
wonderful weekend to each and every one of you.    

 
Stay healthy, stay well, and stay strong. 

 
Very Truly Yours, 

Shauna C. DeMarco 

Shauna C. DeMarco 
Superintendent of Schools 
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